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Shannon is Selfless

by: Josh Currie ‘7£ %“

AHer years of -

Care, SHAZTE

taking bypical Family

vacaliany, Shannen

knew she wanted to do
somathing mare thon just “be o
tourish.”

Beginning whan she was
shill in middle schoal, she and her
I'umilr docided te craflt o new I'nmﬂ'_.r
tradilion=—a !rn-l:'ﬂ'i'qn qF BTV O
voluntearing in exolic locatisns
around the glebe, in arder ta make
o difference in ather people’s
lives. From Peru ond Costa Rica, to
Guatemala end China, Shannen
did it oll. But it was anly last year,
while she was brainstorming ways
te aarn hor Girl Scout Gold Award,
that Shannon made the life-altering
decision to volunteer in Afriza.

Through her resaarch that
followad, Shannon discoverad the
village of Bukeba, Tanzania, and
subsequently learned of the poerly
funded, underdeveloped edvcalion
system in ploce there. According to Shonnon, many of the
education programs i third wm‘l& counkries are ¢:Ir¢m||3r
chauvinitic, ond most womaen have liltle 1o ne educalional
rights, Drawing from her leve of reading, Shannen docided
that she would install an affer-schosl reading program for
girls to halp empower the women of Bukoba.

The result was SHannon's Afterschool Reading
Exchange (or SHARE): a program under the nonprofit
COSAD, which stands for "Community Selubions for Africa’s
Developmanl.” Shannon began by going around her New
larsey noighborhood putting fliers in moilboxes, asking
her neighbors 1o donote books or sches! supplies. The
overwhelming support she received was more than anyone
could hove anticipated, with aver 1400 baoks donoled to
har cauvsnl

When Shannon and her family finally arrived in Bukoba,
thoy wers mef with open arms ond smiling faces, each and

every ane of them grateful for everything that Shannon ond
hor Family had dene.

“That's something really important in the Africon eulture.. 1o
show oppreciation for what rocaive,” she says. "It
shows that what we did hadr’l gone le waste.”

Even ofter sarning her Girl Scoul Gold Award, Shannon
decided ta continue with SHARE. Mow, she says, her
bosement at home ic filled with tons of besks, and even
o dozen loptops waiting te be shipped lo Altica an their
noxi trip! Shannon has even parinered with several lecal
libraries, as wall as a few elementary schools to “recycde”
their used books through her SHARE program, rather than
allowing them to be thrown away. On o regular basis, this
high scheol junior alse gives public lalks of about the werk
SHARE is continuing e de.

Sinca s craation, SHARE has u:pmdﬁd e incude
a total of three bronches in Bukoba, Shannen hopes ta
eventually open choplers not enly in Africa, but also India,
China and Chila.

“If things keep on going the way they are, in five years
it might be something international,” she beams. *Fingers
crassed!”

mOtGh Inspiration. Education. MOTAH-vation.
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